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The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings^ of claims in the 
application: 

Iristing of r!laima; 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for setting a limit on the duration of a voice channel 
communication, comprising: 

receiving a communication from a subscriber on a first network element, said 
communication causing said first n^work element to send a request to a second network 
element; 

in response to said request, sending a message from said second network element 
to said first network element, causing said first networic element to request entry of 
demarcation information, A^erein said demarcation information comprises a demarcation 
interval; 

receiving said demarcation information at said first network element; and 
communicating said demarcation information to said second network element, 
causing said second network element to store said demarcation information; and 
wherein said subscriber provides said demarcation information. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein storing said demarcation 
information comprises: 

comparing said demarcation interval to a default demarcation interval; 
determining which quantity is a lesser quantity; and 
storing said lesser quantity as said demarcation interval. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said demarcation information fiarther 
comprises a time period to which die demarcation interval applies. 

4. (Original) Tte method of claim 1, wherein said demarcation information further 
comprises identification information for a first station participating in said voice channel 
commuiucation. 
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r 5. (OrigiQal) The method of claim 1, wherein said demarcation information fiirdiea . m m « 

comprises identification information for a second station participating in said voice ^ • . .. 

channel communication. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said receiving of said demarcation 
information comprises receiving said demarcation interval as a monetary quantity. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said first network element comprises a 
service switching point. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said second network element comprises a 
service control point 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 , fiuther comprising billing for accepting and 
enforcing said demarcation information. 

1 0. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a demarcated voice channel 
communication, comprising: 

receiving a communication at a first network element, said communication having 
identification information associated therewith, including identification information for a 
first station and a second station; 

providing said identification information fiom said first network element to a 
second network element; 

in response to receiving said identification information, said second network 
element 

determining a demarcation interval for said communication based on demarcation 
information provided by a subscriber, and 

providing a demarcation message to said first network element, said demarcation 
message including said demarcation interval; and 

in response to receiving said demarcation message, said first network element: 
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; ' routing said commiinication^for connection between said jfirst stationuand isaidMcaaic^^ 
second station, and 

indicating the expiration of said demarcation interval. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10» wherein said first networic element 
indicating the expiration of said demarcation interval comprises said first network 
element playing a demarcation signal, indicating said expiration of said demarcation 
interval. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10, wherein said first netwoik element 
indicating the expiration of said demarcation interval comprises said first network 
element effecting the disconnection of said conrniunication. 

13. (Qriginai) The method of claim 10, wherein said identification information 
comprises a . password, said password causing said second network element to detennine 
that said demarcation interval is infinite* 

1 4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 0, wherein said second network element 
detennining said deniarcation interval comprises said second network element 
detemuning said demarcation interval based on demarcation information relating to said 
first station, said demarcation information being accessed through said identification 
infomiation. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14, wherein said second network 
element detennining said demarcation interval comprises said second network element 
determining said demarcation interval based on demarcation information relating to said 
second station, said demarcation information being accessed through said identification 
infonmation. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10, wherein said second network 
element determining said demarcation interval comprises said second network element 
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.;d.> li/^^igf .deteimining said ^ejnarcation interval based ^bn^TriiDnetary rate for said communicStiirafi sxitc^ -xmd jog^^^Si. 

as calculated using said identification information. aif^ 

17. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10, after said first network element 
playing said demarcation signal; further comprising said first network element effecting 
the disconnection of said communication. 

18. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10, further comprising: 

after said first network element routing said communication, said firsrt networic 
element: measuring the duration of said communication, and providing the measured 
duration of said communication to said second network element; and 

in response to receiving said measured duration of said communication, said 
second network element deducting said duration from said demarcation interval set by 
said subscriber. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein said furst station is an originating station 
for said demarcated voice channel communication. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 10, \^erein said first station is a terminating station 
for said demarcated voice channel communication. 

21 . (Original) The method of claim 10, wiierein said first network elraient comprises a 
service switching point 

22. (Original) Themethodof claim 10, wherein said second network element comprises 
a service control pomt. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 10, further comprising billing for said providing of 
said demarcated voice channel communication. 
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! -f. ^4 ^..i2^,.r^Previously Presented) Aisystem for setting a limit on the diaration^fa*;^^^ « ^eimjsptgiiits 

communication^ comprising: 

a first network element, functionally connected to a telecommunications netwoik; 

a second network element, functionally connected to sdd telecommimications 
network, 

wherein said second network element comprises: 

a caller-controlled call demarcation entry component, and 

a demarcation information data store* 

wherein said demarcation information comprises a demarcation interval; and a 
link functionally connecting said first networic element and said second network element 

25. (Original) The system of claim 24, wherein said demarcation information fixrther 
comprises a time pmod to wUch the den^ 

26. (Original) The system of claim 24, i^erein said demarcation information further 
comprises identification information for said first station. 

27. (Original) The system of claim 24» wherein said demarcation information further 
comprises identification information for a second station. 

28. (Original) The systCTi of claim 24, wherein said call^-controUed call demarcation 
entry component fuilfaer comprises a monetary rate to demarcation interval converter. 

29. (Original) The system of claim 24, wherein said first network element comprises a 
service switching point 

30. (Original) The system of claim 24, wherein said second networie element contprises a 
service control point. 

31. (Original) The system of claim 24, wherein said second network element further 
comprises a billing element 
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32. (Cxirrently Amended) A system for providing a demarcated voice channel «3;,u ^ %v. 
communication, comprising: 

a telecommunications network; 

a first network element, functionally connected to said telecommunications 
network; 

a second network element, functionally connected to said telecommunications 
network, 

wherein said second network element comprises: 

a call demarcation component, and 

a demarcation information data store, 
wherein said demarcation information comprises 

a demarcation interval; 

a link functionally comiecting said first network element and said second network 
element; and 

a first station functionally connected to said first network elementT^ 
wherein said demarcation interval is provided bv a subscriber. 

33. (Original) The system of claim 32, wherein said first network element comprises a 
demarcation signal component. 

34. (Original) The system of claim 32, wherein said first network element comprises a 
communication disconnection component. 

35. (Original) The system of claim 32, wherein said identification information comprises 
a password, said password causing said second network element to determine that said 
demarcation interval is infinite. 



36. (Currentiy Amended) The system of claim 32, wherein said demarcation information 
further comprises a first station denoarcation interval. 
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37. (Currently Amended) The sjrstem of claim 32, wherein said demarcation information 
ftirther comprises a second station demarcation interval. 

38. (Original) The system of claim 32, wfaerdn said call demarcation component further 
comprises a monetary rate to demarcation interval converter. 

39. (Original) The system of claim 32, wherein said first station is an originating station 
for said demarcated voice channel communication. 

40. (Original) The system of claim 32, wherein said first station is a terminating station 
for said demarcated voice channel commimication. 

4 1 . (Original) Ihe system of claim 32, wherein said first network element comprises a 
service switching point 

42. (Original) The system of claim 32, wherein said second network element compises a 
service control point* 

43. (Original) The system of claim 32, wherein said second network elemrat fiuther. 
comprises a billing component 
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